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Highlights

e The study investigates the impact of gender and privacy rooted in Islamic-Iranian culture on the architecture of
Safavid-era public baths in Isfahan.

e Twin bathhouses from the Safavid period reveal spatial separation between men and women as a reflection of
religious and cultural codes.

e Women’s sections were smaller, simpler, and less ornamented than men's, indicating a spatial hierarchy based on
gender.

o Differences in entrances, spatial sequence, and functionality show that gender played a decisive role in shaping the
design of historical bathhouses.

Extended Abstract

Intoduction

Safavid Iran witnessed a transformation in public architecture, especially in spaces shared by both genders. Public
baths (Garmabeh) were among the most utilized structures by men and women. Rooted in Islamic and cultural
principles, the concept of gender and privacy played a crucial role in spatial organization. This article investigates how
gendered social norms shaped the design and spatial hierarchy of Safavid public baths in Isfahan. With a focus on
gendered access and decor, the study seeks to uncover how cultural-religious imperatives translated into architectural
decisions.

Theoretical Framework

The study is grounded in gender geography and Henri Lefebvre’s theory of the production of space. It builds on
notions proposed by theorists like Doreen Massey, Dolores Hayden, and Rendell regarding spatial division and
gender power dynamics. The research applies these theoretical lenses to analyze how public baths reflect cultural

values and gender roles in Safavid Iran.
Methodology

This is a qualitative study using a mixed approach. Historical-interpretive research methods were employed alongside
descriptive-analytical tools. Data were collected from historical texts, field observations, and architectural plans. Three
public bathhouses in Isfahan (Aligoli Agha, Sheikh Bahai, and Vazir) were selected as case studies based on criteria
such as gender-based spatial organization and physical accessibility.
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Results & Discussion

The analysis reveals a consistent spatial hierarchy separating men’s and women’s access, entry, and interior
arrangements. Women’s entrances were hidden, less decorated, and placed in secondary alleys. Men's entrances were
monumental and faced public spaces. Men's bathhouses were larger with more functional diversity and elaborate
decorations. The findings emphasize that gender and privacy were not only culturally constructed but spatially
manifested through form, access, and ornamentation.

Conclusion

In Safavid-era Isfahan, public bath architecture was deeply influenced by cultural norms around gender and privacy.
These values shaped distinct physical and functional differences between male and female spaces. The results highlight
how religious and social ideologies were embedded in spatial practices, making gender a defining element in the
configuration of public architecture.
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