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Highlights

e The origin of the gap between urban planning education and the urban planning profession goes back to many
internal and external factors. In the current situation, it is necessary and essential to review the content and
procedures of the urban planning education system in proportion to the profession.

e University social responsibility is an approach that can be effective in reducing the gap between urban planning
education and the profession by defining a set of responsibilities in the four dimensions of values, educational
process, research, and services.

e "Reviewing the structure and syllabus of the field," "Reviewing the syllabus of the workshops," "Improving the
structure and logic of the field's goals," "Acting on social ethical responsibility," and "Reviewing the support
mechanism" are among the solutions to reduce the gap.

Extended Abstract

Intoduction

The existence of a gap between the urban planning education system and the professional system is a challenge that all
stakeholders in the urban planning system acknowledge, and a fundamental change from the approaches of first-
generation universities to fourth-generation universities in the macro-field has been defined on this basis and with the
aim of reducing this gap and increasing the impact of the field of education in the living environment.

Theoretical Framework

The strategy of commitment to social responsibility is the gateway to reducing the gap between the education system
and the profession and increasing the role of the university in the social environment. Also, emphasis on service
learning, interactive knowledge creation, and redefining education based on the needs of the target community and the
profession are among the expected outcomes in practicing the university's social responsibility.

Methodology

This research is an applied research in terms of its purpose and the type of research is qualitative and thematic analysis
method has been used to conduct the research. To collect data, library documents and resources, and in particular,
questionnaires and semi-structured interview methods in the form of in-depth interviews have been used. The statistical
population under study includes all professors, students, graduates, policymakers involved in the urban planning
education system (with an emphasis on the Yazd Urban Planning Education Department) and professionals, urban
planning consulting engineers, and managers and employees of related departments and graduates of Yazd University.
Snowball sampling method has been used to select samples. Also, the required and sufficient sample size for
conducting interviews has been determined by sequential sampling (increasing the sample size until theoretical
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adequacy is reached). In this regard, interviews have been conducted with 25 professors, students, urban planning
consultants, employees of employer institutions and the Yazd Engineering System Organization. Also, to confirm the
reliability of the research, the method of receiving feedback from respondents was used and the reliability was
confirmed.

Results & Discussion

By integrating the research findings into the network of themes and theoretical foundations of the research, a guiding
model for how to practice social responsibility at Yazd University (with an emphasis on the Urban Planning
Department and the Urban Planning major) was presented, separated into four dimensions of the social responsibility
approach, with the aim of reducing the gap between the education system and the profession. Based on this model, a
three-level intervention system was defined to reduce the gap between the education system and the profession.
Accordingly, at the first level, the university, based on the policies announced by the Ministry of Science in the field
of USR, as well as local and contextual requirements, takes action to formulate policies and formulate a mission,
followed by determining a strategy. At the second level, the methodology of the field education system is introduced
in the form of reviewing the structure and syllabus of the Urban Planning major based on the model and formulated
under the university policies. At the third level, the review of the structure and content is reflected in the face of each
course. Also, the way to formulate and present content in workshop courses based on the needs of the target community
and based on the logic of service learning will be one of the main priorities of this level of face.

Conclusion

The results of the research indicate that "revising the structure and syllabus of the discipline", "revising the syllabus of
the workshops", "revising the structure and logic of the objectives of the discipline", "implementing social ethical
responsibility" and "revising the support mechanism" are the five main and basic themes guiding the implementation
of social responsibility with the aim of reducing the gap between opinion and practice in the field of urban planning.
Also, the above framework can be fruitful in a three-level structure of macro, medium and micro and in coordination
with the macro policies of the Ministry of Science and Universities down to the space of individual courses. Lack of

coordination between each of the aforementioned levels can affect the results of the previous or next level.
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