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Highlights

e This research is the first to examine the four-dimensional structure of place attachment (independent variable) and
place satisfaction (dependent variable) within a university context.

e Unlike most studies that have utilized a two- or three-dimensional structure of place attachment, the present study
employs a four-dimensional model of place attachment, including: place identity, place dependence, place affect,
and place social bonding.

e The results of the study indicate that among undergraduate engineering students at Ayatollah Boroujerdi
University, place attachment effectively predicts place satisfaction. Among the place attachment variables, place
affect, place identity, and place dependence have the most positive effects on predicting satisfaction, respectively.
Place social bonding did not show a significant relationship with place satisfaction.

e Among the demographic variables, "experience of studying at another university" has a significant relationship
with place satisfaction, and "place of residence" has a significant relationship with place attachment and its two
variables: place identity and place affect, both of which play a crucial role in predicting place satisfaction.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Despite the significance of place attachment for university students, due to its impacts on academic performance,
emotional well-being, and interpersonal relationships, no research has yet been conducted on the relationship between
place attachment (independent variable) and place satisfaction (dependent variable) within the university environment.
This paper, considering a four-dimensional structure of place attachment that includes place identity, place dependence,
place affect, and place social bonding, examines the relationship between place attachment variables and place
satisfaction among undergraduate students of the Faculty of Engineering at Ayatollah Boroujerdi University.
Ultimately, it addresses the question of whether place attachment predicts place satisfaction.

Theoretical Framework

Generally, place satisfaction is defined as the functional value of a place in meeting basic needs. These needs can
encompass a wide range of social and service needs to physical characteristics. The concept of attachment to a place is
associated with positive feelings about the place, as opposed to negative feelings which refer to alienation from the
place. Researchers have proposed various models of place attachment. In some studies, place attachment has been
considered to include only two or three dimensions. According to the most comprehensive model, place attachment
comprises four components: place identity, place dependence, place affect, and place social bonding. "Place identity is
the interpretation of oneself using environmental meanings to signify and situate individual identity in the place. Place
dependence refers to functional and goal-oriented bonds with a setting and represents the extent to which a physical
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setting provides conditions for achieving goals. Place affect is a concept that addresses individuals' emotional bonds
with a setting™.

Methodology

This research employs a quantitative survey approach to address the research questions and utilizes a standardized
questionnaire with a 5-point Likert scale for data collection. Place dependence, place identity, place affect, place social
bonding, and place satisfaction are each measured using three items. Confirmatory factor analysis was employed to
assess the quality of the questionnaire. Data analysis was conducted using multiple linear regression with SPSS 26
software. Multiple linear regression is a statistical method for modeling the relationship between a dependent variable
and several independent variables. Subsequently, to compare research variables based on demographic characteristics,
independent T-test (for binary responses) and analysis of variance (for three or more responses) were utilized.

Results & Discussion

The research findings among students of the Faculty of Engineering at Ayatollah Boroujerdi University indicate that
place attachment can effectively predict place satisfaction. In other words, as attachment among students increased,
the level of place satisfaction proportionally increased, and vice versa. Among the demographic characteristics
examined, experience of studying at another university showed a significant relationship with place satisfaction, with
individuals who had such experience demonstrating higher means and lower satisfaction levels. Regarding place
attachment, among the demographic characteristics examined, place of residence showed a significant relationship
with attachment, with students residing in private accommodation away from family exhibiting higher means and lower
attachment.

Among the place attachment variables, place affect, place identity, and place dependence, respectively, had the most
positive effects in predicting satisfaction levels. Of the demographic characteristics examined, "place of residence™ had
the most significant impact on the two variables of place affect and place identity; the means of these two variables
were significantly higher among students residing in private accommodation away from family compared to those
living in dormitories or with family. Additionally, gender showed a significant relationship with place social bonding;
male students demonstrated lower means and stronger place social bonding compared to female students.

Conclusion

The study results indicate the predictability of place satisfaction through place attachment, as well as the varying effects
of different place attachment variables on place satisfaction. The findings also demonstrate the inadequacy of studies
that consider place attachment as comprising only two or three dimensions without accounting for the place affect
component. This research has shown that place attachment among undergraduate students of the Faculty of Engineering
at Ayatollah Boroujerdi University plays a crucial role in students' satisfaction with the university environment.
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