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Highlights
o Criticism of the capital-oriented model in the architectural profession

e Recognizing the practice and profession of architecture as a tool for social transformation and achieving this
transformation not through a transgressive aesthetic form but by addressing the social issue

o Nader Khalili's SuperAdobe method as an example of critical architecture in Iran

Extended Abstract

Intoduction

Critical Architecture seeks to examine the relationship between critical practice and architectural criticism in
architectural design. Its purpose is to place architecture in an interdisciplinary context. By exploring the criticism of
architecture as a form of practice and considering different modes of critical practice in architectural design- including
buildings, drawings, and texts-, it investigates the relationship between theory and practice. Some consider Critical
Architecture as a critical practice of architecture and as a simple way to define a position between criticism and design
in architecture. As our understanding of daily life, institutions, social relations, distribution of power, cultural values,
etc. is influenced by the built environment, and since architecture acts at the intersection between power, culture,
relations of production, and representation, Critical Architecture is aware of its political action. Social injustices are
the driving force behind Critical Architecture, and as long as these injustices continue, Critical Architecture is the most
legitimate framework for architecture. Therefore, the calls for the obsolescence of Critical Architecture will lead to
ignoring the social character of architecture.

Theoretical Framework

The term "Critical™ in "Critical Architecture” is rooted in the critical theory of the Frankfurt school; especially those
processes including self-reflection and the desire for social change that seek transformation rather than mere
description. Critical theory is an approach to the humanities and philosophy that was developed in the 1930s and early
1940s by leading members of the University of Frankfurt Institute for Social Research. This theory believes in a non-
dogmatic perspective with liberation from all forms of oppression, commitment to freedom, and rational order of
society as its main concern. The critical theory of society is based on the critique of positivism and its methodological
approaches. Critical thinkers believe that positivism is a misleading approach that does not achieve a deep
understanding of social life. In contrast to positivism's account of "what is", the critical theory addresses the ideal of
"what ought to be".

Methodology
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This research is an attempt to explain Critical Architecture. Relying on library sources, this paper examines the
definitions and aspects of Critical Architecture, its various perceptions and branches, its relationship with modern and
postmodern architecture, the possibility of its application beyond negation in a positive sense, and its requirements for
an architectural profession. This research is based on the emancipatory paradigm that uses a critical methodological
framework. Although its method is similar to qualitative research, it is different due to the application of critical
assumptions in the field of study. Social injustices are the main concern of critical research in all disciplines, including
architecture. Using the framework of critical methodology in this article, the main concepts of critical theory are first
formulated. Then, by examining the opinions of experts who have challenged the common practices in architecture, a
critical understanding of the subject is obtained. Finally, the comparative generalization of this critical understanding
is discussed around a case study in Iran.

Results & Discussion

The making of architecture is a social practice. Therefore, social responsibility is the most important characteristic of
Critical Architecture. In search of equality and dignity in the use and organization of built environmental resources,
social architecture challenges the structures of domination and questions capitalism itself. Critical theorists conceive
many architectural projects of the modern movement as a reflection of the idea of Critical Architecture. Modern
architecture was equal to a social project, with utopian overtones, based on a critical attitude towards the status quo.
However, during the past decades, this progressive social imperative in the field of architecture has lost its moral
authority and driving force. Postmodernism and subsequent isms have never succeeded in achieving the same social
and critical credibility as modernism did. For this reason, in critical thinking, we must return to modernism. Some
followers of critical architecture believe in the separation of art and everyday life, focusing on high art in architecture.
This group considers Critical Architecture to be the result of a transgressive aesthetic form through which architecture
can be protected against the destructive forces of society (American branch). But the other group considers the critical
status of architecture to deal with the social issue that tries to improve social realities (European branch). The American
understanding of critical architecture supported by the deconstruction movement is closer to a modernist and elitist
perspective, while the European understanding discussed in this article is closer to an avant-garde idea of subverting
the separation between art and everyday life. This discussion is a reflection of the debate between Adorno and
Benjamin.

Conclusion

Critical Architecture seeks to resist the capital-oriented model of the architectural profession. It does not reduce this
resistance to mere criticism, nor does it pursue it in the negation of common forms and formal innovations of
Deconstruction-style architects. In addition, it is not satisfied with some collaborative architectures that ignore the
potential of the architectural form by prioritizing the design process over its product; Rather, it seeks alternative ways
to change power relations by directly confronting social problems and using criticism in a positive and constructive
sense. Critical architecture does not have a distinctive appearance and style. Form-oriented and heroic designs, large
scales, and works of famous architects are usually placed outside of Critical Architecture. Although Critical
Architecture deals with broader processes shaping the cultural, economic, and political horizons of society, the
independent moment in the act of architectural design is also recognized. Such an approach creates a new space for
architecture in profession and education. Considering the problems we have in the field of construction in Iran, it is
appropriate that Critical Architecture be placed at the forefront of theorization and professional practice by examining
the role of architecture in these problems. Just as Nader Khalili presents an example of action towards a transformative
profession in contemporary Iranian architecture by expanding the audience in the architectural profession, empowering
people in the construction process, decommodifying architecture, challenging the capital-oriented model in the
architectural profession, adding an educational dimension to the architectural profession, guiding construction
technology in the direction of empowering people and not dominating them, humanizing the architectural production
chain and applying the requirements of sustainable architecture at different levels.
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