: Journal of Urban Sustainable Development K §
oo eI Vol. 5, No. 17, Winter 2025, 39-60 %y
' https://usdjournal.daneshpajoohan.ac.ir/

uUsD J’durnal

Analyzing the Meaning in the Historical and Contemporary
Architecture of Semnan, Focusing on the Phenomenological Views of
Norberg-Schults

Seyed Mahyar Hashemi Hezaveh?!, Faramarz Hassan Pour?*, Saeed Kamyabi®

Received: 2023/07/18 Revised: 2023/09/20 Accepted: 2024/01/03 Published: 2025/01/04

Highlights

¢ The findings of this research indicate a relatively lower acceptance of contemporary architecture among citizens
and experts compared to the studied historical architecture.

o In the variable of utility, experts assigned higher scores to contemporary buildings, rating this variable lower for
historical buildings.

o Experts allocated higher scores to historical buildings in the variables of identity and memory.

Extended Abstract

Intoduction

The issue of meaning is one of the discussed components in phenomenology in architecture. Understanding the
meaning of the architectural work in the contemporary period compared to the past is something that can be studied.
There is a gap in research studies related to the understanding of meaning in the architecture of historical and
contemporary buildings in Semnan city. Therefore, it seems necessary to carry out this research to investigate the effect
of architecture on users. This is possible through understanding how architecture and the users communicate and
understand architecture and the issue of identity. The purpose of this research is to study six historical and
contemporary buildings in Semnan city, focusing on the component of meaning in architecture.

Theoretical Framework

Schultz perceives the understanding of place through various factors, manifesting in a complex interaction between
humans and architecture as place. Humans acquire a rudimentary understanding of their environment, leading to the
development of character; however, this character forms within the framework of identity. Without identity, space
cannot attain character. Consequently, Schultz focuses on rural environments and traditional architecture and does not
empathize with spaces constructed in modern times. In contrast to regionalism, phenomenology, and the ideas of
thinkers such as Heidegger and Schultz, a comprehensive theoretical framework for shaping a progressive architectural
movement has not yet been established among contemporary Iranian architects. This gap in theoretical foundations
underscores the necessity for further theoretical studies by architectural researchers.

Methodology

After reviewing the relevant literature and investigating the perspectives of scholars and phenomenologists, particularly
those of Schultz, four components, each containing three or four sub-components, were selected. These sub-
components, which essentially serve as the semantic elements of the research, formed the basis for designing the
questionnaire. In the citizens' questionnaire, at least two questions were formulated for each sub-component.
Additionally, questions pertaining to six selected case study buildings were included, resulting in a comprehensive
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questionnaire. The questionnaire comprises approximately fifty questions related to the components, around twenty
questions from the case studies, and six personal questions. The questionnaires were then completed using a website
and by contributing volunteers, and the results were analyzed using statistical software. In this study, 21 experts in
architecture, urban planning, and city planning, all holding either master's or doctoral degrees and mostly university
faculty members in architecture, urban planning, and civil engineering, were selected as the Delphi panel. At the first
round, the components and questions of the citizens' questionnaire were provided to the panel for review and
evaluation, and the results were collected. At the second round, based on the panel's feedback, the components were
revised into eight categories: decoration, legibility, geometry, utility, identity, memory, attachment, and architectural
wholeness. In this round, decoration and legibility were elevated to main components, geometry replaced order, and
architectural wholeness was added. The new questionnaire, titled the "Experts' Questionnaire,” included Likert scale
questions, descriptive questions, and explanations, with an emphasis on case studies (six buildings). The experts were
asked to rate the six buildings on the eight selected components. Finally at the third round, the Delphi method was
concluded in this round, and the findings were summarized and concluded. The end of the Delphi rounds involved
statistical comparison of the results and statistical analyses, such as descriptive statistics and correlations.

Results & Discussion

Based on the four components of identity, acclimation, memory and utility, which were taken from the opinions of
Schultz and other phenomenologists in the theoretical foundations of the research, three historical buildings and three
contemporary buildings were analyzed. It appears that in recent years, buildings constructed in the city of Semnan are
significantly less acceptable to both citizens and experts compared to historical buildings. Statistical analysis of the
three variables of acclimation, identity, and memory indicates a relative difference in the acceptability of three
historical buildings compared to three contemporary buildings, with contemporary buildings being equally acceptable
only in the utility variable.

Conclusion

Upon analyzing the statistics and results obtained from citizen questionnaires and expert interviews, it was found that
both groups generally evaluated historical buildings as more favorable and acceptable compared to contemporary
buildings. However, in the variable of utility, experts assigned higher scores to contemporary buildings, rating this
variable lower for historical buildings. Additionally, experts allocated higher scores to historical buildings in the
variables of identity and memory. This paper is part of a broader research aimed at developing a method for identifying
qualitative variables to better understand the quality of architecture and urban planning. Such research can provide a
better understanding of architectural issues, urban planning, and building trends in recent years in contemporary cities,
and their relationship with the identity and tradition of architecture and historical buildings, as well as the users'
understanding of their meanings.
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