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Qualitative Meta-Synthesis of Subjective Dimensions of
Segregation Related to the Sense of Place, A New Approach
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Abstract

According to studies in field of segregation, objective dimensions of it dominated by quantitative studies are not
enough to give a deep and full understanding of segregation, in case of its origin and consequences. So, whit the
advent of new approaches towards the subjective dimensions of segregation, the sense of place concept has
attracted attentions of many researchers in different fields with different approaches. However, a lack of a
comprehensive research that covers all dimensions and components of sense of place concept relating to the socio-
spatial segregation is apparent. For this purpose, the current research has been carried out to achieve a
comprehensive understanding of the phenomenon of segregation based on the sense of place of urban areas, and
to identify the dimensions and components of this relationship. In these regards, a systematic review of the research
literature has been conducted with the help of a qualitative meta-synthesis researchsstrategy based on the Seven-
step method of Sandelowski and Barroso. The mentioned model includes: defining a specific research question,
comprehensive and systematic search in literatures, evaluation of studies, ‘extracting information, analyzing and
combining qualitative findings, controlling the quality of findings and presenting findings. On that basis, a
systematic review of literature through qualitative meta-synthesis method has been conducted. At the first step,
among the 80 primary articles found, 55 articles were screened with the criteria and methods used for evaluation.
In the next step, the final articles were coded in Atlas TI software, and the qualitative findings were analyzed and
combined. Then, during the analysis and synthesis of the findings and the coding process of selected studies in
Atlas Ti. software, 31 concepts, 10 main concepts and 3 themes were emerged. Indeed, From 129 extracted codes
and based on the emerged concepts, main concepts, and themes, 3 themes of sense of place relating to segregation
phenomenon including "emotional components of human-place interactions"”, "cognitive components of human-
place interactions", and "behavioral components of human-place interactions", were identified. In relation to
segregation, the main concepts of emotional components of human-place interactions theme are "physical quality",
"spatial structure”, and "urban decay"”. In cognitive components of human-place interactions related to segregation,

"feelings", "fear of another group and difference", "prejudice"”, "bad reputation of place", "sense of superiority

over another group”, "sense of ownershiptover resources and facilities"”, "sense of identity and defending one's
own identity against others", "labeling", "stigmatization", and "othering" are the most important emerged concepts.
Concepts related to segregation in behavioral components of human-place interactions theme, are "place
humiliation", "place exclusion®, "symbalic territorial boundaring", "marginalization", "groups' relegation”, "the
phenomenon of self-segregation™; and the quality of "social interactions” in the place. Among these concepts,
"behavior towards another"; “behavior towards place”, and "social functions of place" are the main concepts.
According to this study, Sense of place including various emotional, cognitive, and behavioral dimensions and
components of human-place interactions and in its different degrees has a significant role to intensify, or in contrast
to mitigate the urban social-spatial segregations of places. In this study, in response to recent critical reviews on
static, objective, and quantitative approaches to study segregation, we suppose that the sense of place approach, as
a subjective, dynamic, qualitative, and experienced-based aspect of the segregation of places, have many

implications for researchers and urban policy makers.
Keywords:

Segregation, Urban Space, Place, Sense of Place, Qualitative Mata-Synthesis.



