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Highlights

e Itis better to have different elevation codes and static and dynamic water in the children's educational space yard,
and to have the possibility of building a tree house in the yard.

e |tisrecommended that the yard for boys should have grassy areas, tall trees, and fragrant plants, along with a place
for periodic livestock displays. Also, a walkway with pedestrian markings and a space for group ball fields for boys
should be considered.

e Itis recommended that girls be able to plant colourful shrubs and plants in the yard, and that a place be considered
for a chicken, rabbit, or sheep cage. Shaded and semi-open spaces with decorations are strongly recommended for
girls, and it is recommended that girls' play equipment be colourful with decorations, and that interactive and
individual play spaces be considered for them.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

For healthy development, both physically and mentally, children need opportunities and spaces that can strengthen
their emotional, social, physical, and mental skills. To strengthen these skills, education, games and sports, social and
cultural activities and various activities related to ceremonies and celebrations should be considered together. The most
effective and optimal place where all these activities can be carried out is the school yard. In a properly coordinated
yard, learning opportunities develop and form a more flexible space for creativity and learning.

Theoretical Framework

From birth, a child embarks on a journey that shapes their personality and body, and fosters creativity. One way to
nurture creativity is through the indirect method, which involves the influence of the natural or unnatural environment
on the development of children's creativity. From this perspective, educational spaces are seen as a conducive platform
for a child's growth.

' This article is derived from Reyhaneh Sadat Tabatabaei Yeganeh doctoral thesis entitled " The Design Principles of
Open Learning Spaces to Improve Creativity of Preschooler Girls & Boys " which was being carried out at Art
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Methodology

The present research is practical and employs a survey-exploratory research method with a descriptive approach. To
understand the needs and expectations of children regarding educational open spaces, drawing, observation, and semi-
structured interviews were used to gather necessary information about children's preferred open spaces. The study
focuses on 3-6-year-old children in kindergartens and preschools in Tehran, with a sample size of 25 boys and 35 girls
selected using a simple random method. The sampling method is purposeful and criteria-based to control for cultural
and economic variables by diversifying geography and school levels.

Results & Discussion
The findings revealed differences in the preferences of girls and boys.
Conclusion

For boys, the presence of grassy fields, tall trees, fragrant plants, and four-legged animals in the play space is suggested.
Additionally, the design should include pedestrian markings and space for group ball games. For girls, the
recommendation includes planting shrubs and colorful plants, providing a place for a chicken, rabbit or sheep cage,
and creating shaded and semi-open spaces with decorations. Colorful play equipment with decorations is also suggested
for girls.
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