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Highlights
o Definition and classification of spatial features extracted from the background of housing architecture research.

o Verification of the spatial Features of apartment houses based on the Delphi method and in-depth interviews with
residents.

¢ Ranking the preferences of the spatial features of apartment houses from the most important to the least important.

Extended Abstract

Intoduction

One of the important pillars of providing housing is to pay attention to the documented and reliable preferences of
citizens, according to which it is possible to deal with the prescriptions and design solutions in the field of housing and
residential environments. These documented preferences can be searched in the spatial features, but since there are a
number of the spatial features in architecture researchers’ opinion, it is necessary to identify and measure each of them
in housing filed. On the other hand, this research seeks to identify and clarify the spatial features of apartment houses
in Bandar Abbas city based on the lived experience of the residents, and then evaluate each of the spatial features based
on the lived experience of the residents.

Theoretical Framework

The theoretical bases of the research are in the field of lived experience, preferences and spatial characteristics. The
concept of "preferences™ in this research is to pay attention to the factors that cause the preference of an architectural
spatial feature by the users of that space. The desirability of the architectural space from the point of view of its users
directs the research towards the concept of "preferences”, which is defined as the criteria of preference of a space for
people. According to the factors influencing the formation of preferences for housing features, this research, with
architectural considerations, has focused on identifying the preferences of the spatial features of the house, which has
not been considered by researchers so far.

Methodology

The research method has been chosen in terms of the fundamental goal, and the method of doing it is combined
(qualitative-quantitative). Data collection was done using library studies and field observations including preparation
of questionnaires, interviews. After formulating a proposed theoretical framework, with the help of the Delphi method
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and in-depth interviews with the residents, the preferences of the spatial features are verified, then the importance of
each is evaluated and ranked by experts.

Results & Discussion

According to the investigation of spatial features in the background of the research, the Delphi method was used to
verify the concepts obtained. After completing the spatial features, the research findings were explained in three parts.
In the first part of the findings, the verification of the spatial features was done, in the second part of the findings, the
correct placement of the spatial features with the proposed classification in the theoretical framework was scored and
in the third part, the spatial features were measured and classified and the importance of each of them was revealed.

Conclusion

The results obtained in this research show that there are 16 preferences for the spatial features of apartment houses
based on the experience of the residents in Bandar Abbas city. These number of spatial features were measured based
on their importance, and it was revealed that the feature of "spatial guidance" is more important in Bandar Abbas
apartment houses compared to other identified spatial features and "space nostalgia" is of lower importance. Also, the
spatial features are correctly placed in the "structural-functional” and "qualitative-psychological™ categories according
to experts' scoring and in-depth interviews of residents.
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